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A loop is made in the end of the cord, carried into the sow, and slipped over the head of the pig. From here on the use of either the wire hook or the cord is the same. As each pig is removed, the operation is repeated as often as necessary to secure all the pigs. Care should be exercised to avoid injuring the sow.
It will seldom be necessary to perform this operation, because very few sows need assistance at farrowing time. If the brood sows are fed properly, given sufficient exercise, and supplied with laxative feeds for some days before they are due to farrow, most of them will deliver their litters without help.
FEEDING THE SOW AFTER FARROWING
After the sow farrows, she should be made as comfortable as possible and given plenty of fresh clean water to drink. If the weather is cold, the water should be warmed slightly, otherwise the sow may not consume a sufficient amount. As a rule, the little pigs will not be able to use all the milk of a good brood sow until they are two or three weeks old. On this account the sow should not be fed heavily during the first week after she farrows. After the first twenty-four hours she may be given a thin slop of bran, shorts, and oil meal daily. Three or four days later, some grain may be allowed in the ration. Grain should always be used sparingly and it may consist of equal parts of oats and corn. When the pigs are able to use all of her milk, the sow may be given a more generous ration. A thick slop made of shorts mixed with about 10-per-cent oil meal and plenty of skim-milk will promote milk secretion. Corn may be fed in reasonable amounts with the slop.
SUNLIGHT FOB LITTLE PIGS
Sunlight is the best and cheapest medicine for small pigs. It is as indispensable to pigs as human beings, and the newly-farrowed litter should be allowed the benefits of this free ultra-violet treatment. The practice of March or